
Foster Volunteer Program 
Policies and Guidelines 

 
1. All Monroe SPCA animals are examined by a licensed veterinarian prior to placement. Any health concerns are 

addressed and the foster volunteer is informed of any known medical conditions prior to placement.  

2. Monroe SPCA provides all necessary and authorized veterinary care for the foster animal, including any needed 

medication. All health care provided to the foster animal must be authorized by Monroe SPCA prior to any treatment 

being administered. Emergency veterinary care may be covered provided that the need for care/treatment was not as a 

result of negligence or abuse. Generally foster animals will be spayed or neutered prior to being placed in a foster home. 

If a foster animal is not spayed or neutered prior to placement, then an appointment for alteration will be scheduled and 

the foster animal will be spayed or netuered as soon as possible after placement. 

3. Monroe SPCA makes every effort to ensure our animals are healthy before placement, however, many of our animals 

have unknown backgrounds and therefore carry with them the risk of transmission of contagious diseases. Animals 

diagnosed with contagious illnesses are quarantined and treated if necessary before being placed in a home with other 

pets. Monroe SPCA recommends that foster volunteers temporarily isolate foster animals from resident animals, 

generally for 3-5 days. Household members should also wash their hands after handling the foster animal to decrease 

the risk of transmitting contagions.  

4. Monroe SPCA will provide food for the foster animal(s) based on availability. Foster volunteers may be reimbursed up 

to $20.00 per month for approved brands of food. A foster volunteer will only be reimbursed with prior authorization. 

Please consider requesting a tax receipt instead of reimbursement so our funds can be used for more critical needs. All 

items purchased for the direct care of your foster animal are tax-deductible. All receipts for food and/or direct care 

supplies must be submitted to Monroe SPCA on a monthly basis with specification for reimbursement or tax deduction. 

5. Monroe SPCA will provide dishes, litter boxes, litter, cat carriers, crates, toys, blankets, collars, and/or leashes when 

available. Please request any items needed prior to placement of the animal in your home. 

6. Monroe SPCA thoroughly assesses the behavior and temperament of each animal in our care prior to placement; 

however, we make no guarantees or representations on the continuing soundness and stability regarding the behavior 

and/or temperament of any foster animal. Please notify us if you believe the foster animal has a behavior issue or 

problem so that the unwanted behavior can be addressed. 

7. Monroe SPCA asks foster volunteers to provide the same level of care to the animal they are fostering as they would 
their own pet. We require that our foster animals live as indoor-only family members, companions, and pets. Foster dogs 
should not be allowed to run-at-large or be left outside unattended or placed in kennels for extended periods of time; 
Cats should never be allowed outdoors to free-roam. Your foster animal will need general grooming. Grooming includes 
brushing the coat, trimming nails, cleaning ears, and bathing as necessary. If you need help with grooming, a Monroe 
SPCA representative or volunteer will gladly show you how to do this. Please note any lumps or bumps when grooming 
the foster animal and be sure to inform Monroe SPCA about them as soon as possible. As a foster volunteer, you will be 
responsible for administering medication and for keeping the animal free from fleas and ticks. 
 
8. Monroe SPCA requires foster animals to wear the collar and id tags provided at all times. An exception to this is when 
crating a foster dog. A foster dog should have his or her collar removed when crated as the collar can become caught or 
tangled in the crate and cause serious injury or death to the dog. You must notify Monroe SPCA immediately if an animal 
is lost or missing. 
 



9. Monroe SPCA requires all resident pets (dogs and cats) in a foster home to be spayed and neutered. Resident dogs 

should be current on rabies, distemper (combo), and bordetella vaccines, as well as heartworm negative and receiving 

heartworm preventative. Cats should be current on rabies and FVRCP (combo) vaccinations. We also recommend that 

your resident cats be tested for FeLV/FIV and vaccinated accordingly. Foster homes with resident cats who are 

indoor/outdoor cannot allow interaction with any foster cats or kittens. Foster kittens, in most cases, will not be fostered 

individually; they will be fostered in pairs or as a litter. Monroe SPCA is unable to provide medications or veterinary care 

for animals not owned by Monroe SPCA.  

10. Monroe SPCA asks that you notify us immediately if you suspect any medical problems so that we can provide 
treatment and/or schedule an appointment for the animal to be seen by one of our veterinarians if necessary. Common 
signs that indicate your foster animal may have a medical problem are repetitive episodes of sneezing or coughing, 
discharge from the eyes or nose, diarrhea and/or vomiting, change in eating habits, change in elimination patterns, 
decrease in activity level, difficulty breathing, and/or difficulty getting up or down. 
 
11. Monroe SPCA participates in adoption events at area pet stores and other locations. As a foster volunteer for a dog, 
you will be asked to bring the foster dog to adoption events or to allow a Monroe SPCA representative or volunteer to 
pick-up your foster dog for one or more adoption events each month. Events are pre-scheduled so we ask that your 
foster dog be clean and brushed the day of the event. 
 
12. Monroe SPCA will call you to set-up an appointment with you to visit the dog if an approved adopter or adoptive 
family is interested in your foster animal. We ask that your foster animal is clean and groomed before the visitors arrive. 
In some instances a Monroe SPCA representative or volunteer will arrange to pick-up the foster animal and bring it to 
another location for a meeting. 
 
13. Once Monroe SPCA approves the adoption of your foster animal we will notify you and give you 48 hours notice to 
prepare the animal for adoption. Preparation includes bathing and grooming the animal and ensuring that the animal has 
enough medication (at least two-week supply) if he or she is taking medication, including the next month’s supply of flea 
and heartworm preventative. 
 
14. If you have a foster animal in your home and you have vacation plans, please provide Monroe SPCA with as much 
notice as possible, but in any case notify us at least two-weeks in advance of the start of your vacation. If an emergency 
arises and you need to leave town on short notice, please notify Monroe SPCA immediately so we can make 
arrangements for a temporary foster home or for placement in a boarding facility until you return. 
 
15. In the unfortunate event that a foster animal passes away at your home, please notify us as soon as possible. We 
require that the body of the deceased animal be taken to one of our veterinarians. Please understand that death is an 
unfortunate possibility when fostering animals, particularly infants. Death is generally the result of a congenital defects, 
low birth weights, infectious diseases and diseases resulting from the mother having an inadequate diet during 
pregnancy, lack of antibodies from the mother, severe intestinal parasites, and complications or underlying conditions 
resulting from long-term neglect and/or abuse. Sometimes, in spite of doing everything we can for an animal, it’s just not 
enough to save him or her. Take comfort in knowing that you provided a home and loving care to the animal that he or 
she otherwise would not have had.  
 
 


